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LAST WEEK PARENTS WERE SCREAMING MAD WHEN A-P-S ANNOUNCED IT WANTED TO START THE 
NEXT SCHOOL YEAR MUCH EARLIER THAN USUAL. THOSE PARENTS ARE IN A MUCH BETTER MOOD 
TONIGHT AFTER THE SCHOOL BOARD BOWED TO THEIR PRESSURE. SHELTON DODSON IS LIVE AT 
DOLORES GONZALES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH WHAT THE BOARD CAME UP WITH -- SHELTON: AS IT 
TURNS OUT THE 2007 SCHOOL YEAR WILL START JUST FOUR DAYS LATER THAN INITIALLY PROPOSED... 
BUT THOSE EXTRA FOUR DAYS ARE APPARENTLY ENOUGH TO PLEASE THE MAJORITY OF A- P-S 
PARENTS. LAST WEEK THE DISTRICT'S CALENDAR COMMITTEE SUGGESTED THE 2007 SCHOOL YEAR 
START THURSDAY, AUGUST 9TH. AS SOON AS THAT WORD GOT OUT THE COMPLAINTS STARTING 
COMING IN. SO MANY IN FACT THAT THE COMMITTEE WAS ORDERED TO REWORK CALENDAR AND FIND 
A LATER STARTING DATE: "These kids need this time and the end of the school year and during the summer to 
wind down, to take a deep breath. So do the teachers as well as the parents. Because if you got a burned out parent 
you've got a burned out child." HERE'S THE FINAL A-P-S SCHEDULE FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR. CLASSES 
START MONDAY, AUGUST 13TH. WINTER BREAK IS CUT DOWN TO TWO WEEKS -- WHICH IS SOMETHING 
ELSE A LOT OF PARENTS WANTED. THE LAST DAY OF CLASS WILL BE MAY 21ST. OUTGOING BOARD 
MEMBER LEONARD DELAYO TOOK A PARTING SHOT AT THE CALENDAR COMMITTEE WHICH HE SAYS 
HAS WAY TOO MANY A-P-S EMPLOYEES AND NOT NEARLY ENOUGH PARENTS. HE SAYS THAT MUST 
CHANGE... SAYING "EMPLOYEES SHOULD NOT DICTATE WHEN A BUSINESS IS TO OPEN AND CLOSE." 
REPORTING LIVE IN SOUTHWEST ALBUQUERQUE, SHELTON DODSON... EYEWITNESS NEWS FOUR.
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